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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AND PUBLIC SECTOR — WAGE FREEZE 
46. Mr J.N. CAREY to the Premier: 
Can the Premier explain to the house why it is necessary to freeze the pay of members of Parliament and highly 
paid servants; and can he advise the house who is standing in the way of this measure? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Perth. Last Friday, I announced a range of decisions to ensure that our budget repair 
measures commenced with initiatives that would ensure our wages bill across the board was not as high as it would 
otherwise have been. One of the tough decisions we made was to freeze the salaries of the highest paid public 
servants, including judges, magistrates, councillors, council CEOs, bureaucrats and members of Parliament. These 
people’s salaries are covered by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal. This measure will save the state $20 million 
over the forward estimates. It is a tough decision. It has not been done before. We need to do it to meet community 
expectation and also set an example for the remainder of the public sector—the vast majority of the public sector—
that those at the top are prepared to also take the burden of budget repair. When we make other decisions to make 
savings across the public sector, I think it is important that we have made this decision up-front.  
On top of that, we have also decided that we are going to have a wages policy that provides a better wages deal 
for the lowest paid public servants and ensures that everyone across the public sector, with the exception of those 
covered by the SAT, gets a pay rise, but also saves $500 million across the forward estimates. In total, this measure 
will save us $520 million across the forward estimates. I think it is fair and reasonable and I think the 
Western Australian public understands that it has to be done.  
I am aware of one person who is not prepared to support the freeze on the most highly paid public servants and 
MPs, and that is the Leader of the Opposition. I want to quote to members what he had to say last week because 
I think this one went through to the keeper without enough comment. The Leader of the Opposition, in referring 
to what I announced, said this about me, according to my notes — 

He is trying to wedge us. He is a professional wedger. That is what he does. He sits around all night 
thinking: how can I wedge the Liberal Party? 

I can guarantee the Leader of the Opposition that I do not sit around at night thinking about him, but what I do sit 
around at night thinking about is the extraordinarily dire state of Western Australia’s finances that we have been 
elected to deal with. We are taking those measures that I outlined earlier, which will save $520 million on the 
wages bill across the state and ensure that those who earn the least are protected in that measure. 
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